
 
 

  
 
 
 

Risk Information 
 

Event Date: 30 June 2009    Report Date: 30 June 2009 
 
Yemenia Plane Crash, Indian Ocean 
 
Type of Event:   Plane Crash 
Date of Event:   30/06/2009 
Location:   Indian Ocean 
Number Killed:   142 passengers and 11 crew were on board the flight 
Damage Estimate:  - 
Insured Loss Estimate: - 
Insured:   Yemenia  
Carriers: - 
 

 
 
Summary 
A Yemenia plane carrying 153 passengers and crew on an international flight has crashed into the Indian 
Ocean as it approached its destination of the Comoros Islands in bad weather, according to airline officials. 
Reports said the aircraft was carrying 142 passengers and eleven crew members. The Airbus 310-300, 
operated by Yemenia, was flying the final leg of a flight taking passengers from Paris and Marseille to 
Comoros via Sanaa in Yemen. The plane was flying to Moroni, capital of Grande Comore, the main island 
of the archipelago and reports said the jet went down around 10 kilometres (6 miles) off Comoros. The 
Paris airports authority said 66 French nationals were on board the plane. Most of the passengers aboard 
the Airbus A310 were believed to be Comoros residents returning from Paris, reports said. 



 
 

Flight IY626 left Sanaa in Yemen at 21:30 local time (18:30 UTC) on 29 June and contact was lost at 
around 01:50 on 30 June local time (22:50 UTC on 29 June). Reports say the plane was due in Moroni at 
about 02:30 local time (23:30 UTC). Most of the passengers had travelled to Sanaa from Paris or 
Marseille on a different aircraft. The Paris-Marseille-Yemen leg of the Yemenia flight was flown by an 
Airbus A330. In Sanaa, those passengers who were flying on to the Comoros changed onto a second 
Yemenia plane, the A310 that crashed. 
 
Officials said the crash occurred as the plane approached Hahaya Airport in Moroni in stormy weather. 
Reports said winds of up to 115 kmph (70 mph) were recorded when the disaster happened. Officials told 
reporters that a reconnaissance spotted plane wreckage from the jet, an oil slick and bodies in the water 
a few kilometres from Moroni. A search operation is under way, with the French military assisting. Some 
bodies have been found and there are reports that a child survived the crash and has been rescued. 
 
Airbus said the crashed plane was made in 1990 and had been operated by Yemenia since 1999. It had 
accumulated approximately 51,900 flight hours in some 17,300 flights, Airbus added. French Transport 
Minister Dominique Bussereau said numerous faults had been detected during inspections in France in 
2007 on the Yemenia A310, and that it had not flown to France since. He added that the airline was being 
closely monitored by European Union authorities. Yemenia is 51% owned by the Yemeni government and 
49% by the Saudi government. Its fleet includes two Airbus 330-200s, four Airbus 310-300s and four 
Boeing 737-800s. 
 
This accident is the second air disaster involving large numbers of French citizens to occur this month. On 
1 June, an Air France Airbus 330 travelling from Rio de Janeiro to Paris crashed into the Atlantic Ocean, 
killing all 228 people on board. 
 
Sources: CNN News, BBC News, Associated Press, Agence France Presse, Reuters News 
 
For more RISK-i reports and further information on the service, please click http://www.guycarp.com. 
 
Guy Carpenter & Company Ltd provides this publication for general informational purposes only, and 
does not accept responsibility for the completeness or accuracy of the information contained herein. All 
information used in this report is based on publicly available information, as of a specified date. Readers 
are cautioned against placing undue reliance upon any statements contained herein. Guy Carpenter & 
Company Ltd does not undertake any obligation to publicly update or revise the material herein, 
regardless of new data, or otherwise. This document is not an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to 
buy any financial instrument or reinsurance program. This report is proprietary to Guy Carpenter & 
Company Ltd. The dissemination, reproduction or use of this report without Guy Carpenter & Company 
Ltd's express written permission is prohibited. 
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