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Headlines

Spokane wildfire information to date
Three major wildfires burning near Spokane, Washington, in Spokane County (the 
Old Trails, Fairview, and Autumn Lane fires) have collectively burned more than 
7,000 acres and were reported 0% contained as of Sunday evening, according to the 
National Interagency Fire Center, as reported on the morning of Monday, August 3. 

Critical fire weather
All three fires were discovered on Saturday, August 1, a day when Spokane was 
under Critical fire weather conditions, the second-most-severe fire weather rating, 
according to the National Weather Service Storm Prediction Center (SPC). Adjacent 
areas of Eastern Washington were under Extremely Critical fire weather conditions 
on Sunday, SPC’s highest fire weather severity rating. 

Initial impact information
Media reports indicate that as of Sunday, 600-700 structures have been destroyed 
by the fires, although it was unknown how many were primary residences or 
businesses. On Sunday, Spokane County officials reported zero fatalities or injuries 
due to the fire, while an estimated 60,000 people have been evacuated. 

Fire weather forecast
The weather over the next few days offers a brief window for increased fire 
suppression. Monday is expected to be sunny and dry, near 80°F with light winds. 
Heat starts building to the mid-80s Tuesday, low-90s Wednesday, and mid-90s 
Thursday, with no meaningful rain expected, and Friday flagged as a concern 
if increasing winds overlap with areas of low fuels moisture or ongoing burning. 

Regional outlooks
As of the morning of Monday, August 3, the SPC does not view Monday or Tuesday 
as possessing any sort of fire weather risk for Spokane, with elevated fire weather 
conditions present in parts of the Rocky Mountains and Great Plains. 

Fuels and fire behavior
Winter snowpack in the Pacific Northwest was well below normal. This, combined 
with higher-than-normal temperatures and below-normal precipitation, accelerated 
drying of fuels in the region, occurring significantly earlier in the summer than usual. 
Fire activity patterns reflect those usually seen much later in the fire season, and 
extreme fire behavior is being observed. 
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• Multiple wind-driven fires ignited around 
Spokane, with the Old Trails, Autumn 
Lane, and Fairview fires threatening 
communities across several parts of the 
metropolitan area.

• The fire perimeters highlight the 
widespread wildland-urban interface 
(WUI) exposure, increasing the potential 
for residential and commercial property 
losses despite relatively modest burn 
acreage.

• Evacuations remain in effect as 
suppression efforts continue, with 
damage assessments ongoing and 
insured losses dependent on final 
structure impacts and containment 
progress.

CommentarySpokane area fire perimeters

Fire perimeters near Spokane, Washington, as of the morning 
of August 3, 2026 (Source: National Interagency Fire Center)
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Fire weather outlook for Monday

Source: Guy Carpenter 4

• As of the morning of Monday,
August 3, the SPC does not view 
Monday or Tuesday as possessing 
any sort of fire weather risk for 
Spokane 

• Elevated to critical fire weather 
conditions are forecast across 
portions of the Great Basin, Central 
Rockies, and High Plains on 
Monday.

• Low humidity, gusty winds, and dry 
fuels will support rapid fire ignition 
and spread where new starts occur.

• Areas with ongoing wildfire activity 
face an increased risk of fire growth 
and operational challenges under 
these conditions.

Commentary

SPC Fire Weather Outlook for Monday, August 3, 2026
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Fuel moisture observations and forecast
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• 100-hour fuel moisture across the 
Pacific Northwest remains well 
below seasonal norms, indicating 
critically dry fuels.

• Forecasts suggest fuels will 
remain exceptionally dry through 
the coming week, supporting 
continued fire growth potential.

• Persistent fuel dryness will 
increase resistance to 
containment and heighten the risk 
of rapid spread during periods of 
strong winds.

Commentary

100-hr Fuels Moisture Observations as of August 1 (red), 
and forecast (blue) for the Pacific Northwest Region
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Significant wildland fire potential outlook 
for August 2026

Source: Guy Carpenter 6

• Above-normal significant wildfire 
potential persists across much of 
the West, with additional hotspots 
in the southern Plains and Florida 
during August.

• Persistent drought, critically dry 
fuels, and periods of hot, windy 
weather will continue to support 
elevated wildfire activity.

• The greatest risk of large, 
impactful fires remains 
concentrated in the wildland-urban 
interface, where exposure to 
people and property is highest.

Commentary

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook for August 2026, 
showing areas of above-average wildland fire potential in red
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Winter – Spring 2026

Record low snowpack across the Pacific 
Northwest contributed to drought conditions 
across the region. Some spring rainfall helped 
induce vegetation growth within wildfire zones, 
but was unable to eliminate drought 
conditions. The National Interagency Fire 
Center (NIFC) noted that spells of warm 
temperatures in the spring began stressing 
these nascent wildfire fuels.

Warm conditions persisted across Eastern 
Washington into the summer, causing fuels to 
cure faster than average. Fuels that are 
typically not burnable until late summer were 
actively burning in the Pacific Northwest by 
the end of July.

As of July 28, the entirety of the Spokane 
Metropolitan Area had reached moderate 
drought status, according to the US Drought 
Monitor.

Late-Spring – Summer 2026

Particularly dangerous situation Red Flag 
Warnings were issued across Eastern 
Washington. The Old Trails, Fairview, and 
Autumn Lane fires began burning near 
Spokane. These fires began spreading 
uncontrollably, destroying structures 
along the northern edge of the city.

August 1

July 28-31 

Numerous agencies begin highlighting early-
August for wildfires in Eastern Washington. On 
July 28, the NIFC issued a Fuels and Fire 
Behavior Advisory for the Pacific Northwest. On 
July 31, the NOAA Storm Prediction Center 
forecasted extremely critical fire weather 
conditions (level 3/3) for Eastern Washington for 
August 1, citing a combination of low humidity 
and strong winds over the region. The National 
Weather Service indicated that “extreme fire 
behavior and rapid-fire growth” were possible.

August 3

The three fires have collectively burned 7,000 
acres and destroyed greater than 700 
structures. The fires are 0% contained. 
Conditions are expected to remain favorable 
for fire spread, especially later this week.

Timeline as of August 3
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Important Links
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Fuels/Fire Danger | National Interagency Coordination Center

WFO Spokane Fire Dashboard

NIFC Maps

https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/fuels-fire-danger
https://www.weather.gov/otx/firedashboard
https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/maps
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General Disclaimer:  Statements or analysis concerning or incorporating tax, accounting or legal matters are general observations or applications based solely on our experience as reinsurance brokers and risk consultants and may not be relied upon 
as tax, accounting or legal advice, which we are not authorized to provide. All such matters should be reviewed with the recipient’s own qualified advisors in these areas. The data, analysis, summaries, marketing materials, or other work product 
(collectively, the “Materials”) provided by Guy Carpenter are provided “as is,” without warranty of any kind whether express or implied.  The information contained in this document is based on sources we believe reliable, but we do not guarantee its 
accuracy or completeness. Recipients are cautioned not to place undue reliance on the contents, calculations or any forward-looking statement within the Materials. Guy Carpenter undertakes no obligation to update or revise the Materials, whether 
as a result of new information, research, future events, or otherwise. The Materials are not a contract or an offer to enter into a contract, understanding or any other type of agreement concerning a potential business relationship. Guy Carpenter is not 
conveying or transferring any intellectual property rights in the Materials, absent a specific, written agreement, in each instance. If any trademarks and service marks are contained herein, they remain the property of their respective owners. If you 
have viewed the Materials in a publication, or you can reasonably expect that Guy Carpenter may release the Materials to unaffiliated recipients, the information therein is not intended to be taken as advice with respect to any individual situation and 
cannot be relied upon as such. 
With respect to any Materials developed for clients, prospects or other direct recipients:  No person or entity shall disclose, copy, or reproduce the Materials or any portion thereof in any form to any third party without Guy Carpenter’s prior written 
consent in each instance, except that our clients may release the materials to their reinsurers, auditors, rating agencies and regulators. In the event that the client or direct recipient discloses the Materials or any portion thereof to any permissible third 
party, the client shall adopt the data and analysis as its own. The Materials are intended to be used solely for the purpose of internal evaluation of the individual or business entity to which we release them directly, unless Guy Carpenter has provided 
specific, written consent to the contrary, in each instance. Guy Carpenter serves as an advocate for its clients and owes no duty of care to third parties arising out of the Materials, even if they are forwarded to such third party by our client with Guy 
Carpenter’s consent. Each recipient shall protect the confidentiality of the Materials to the same degree as it would protect its own information, but in any event limit the disclosure of such Information only to its employees, partners and directors who 
have a need to know, provided that the recipient shall ensure that each such person adhere to these confidentiality obligations. Recipients shall use a reasonable degree of care to ensure that the Materials are shared and used only for the intended 
purpose. 
With respect to any analytics output:  Analytics results in the Materials are generated with software models provided by a third-party modeler, using proprietary risk assessment technology. Developing models to estimate losses resulting from 
catastrophes or other large-scale events is an inherently subjective and imprecise process, involving judgment about a variety of environmental, demographic and regulatory factors. The assumptions and methodologies used by the modeler in 
creating the models may not constitute the exclusive set of reasonable assumptions and methodologies. The use of alternative assumptions and methodologies could yield materially different results. Also, the output of the models depends on data 
and inputs supplied by others, and any gaps, inaccuracies, or changes to the inputs can substantially affect the output.  Where applicable, any estimated cash flows may vary significantly from amounts actually collected, particularly in the event that a 
reinsurer is unwilling or unable to perform in accordance with the terms of the reinsurance contract. These Materials are based upon data provided by our client(s), prospective client, or third parties. The accuracy of such data has not been 
independently verified by Guy Carpenter. Neither Guy Carpenter, its affiliates, nor their respective officers, directors, agents, modelers, or subcontractors guarantee or warrant the correctness, completeness, currentness, merchantability, or fitness for 
a particular purpose of such data. In no event will Guy Carpenter or any modeler, SaaS provider, or subcontractor  (collectively, “Providers”) be liable to recipients for loss of profits or any other indirect, special, incidental and/or consequential 
damages of any kind howsoever incurred or designated, arising from any use of the Materials or the performance of the subject company, products or services. The Provider information and intellectual property contained in the Materials is provided 
under license to Guy Carpenter and is proprietary and confidential. 
With respect to any actuarial analysis:  The Materials are not intended to be a complete actuarial communication. Upon request, we can prepare one. We are available to respond to our clients’ questions regarding our analysis. There are many 
limitations on actuarial analyses, including uncertainty in the estimates and reliance on data. We will provide additional information regarding these limitations upon our client’s request.  As with any actuarial analysis, the results presented herein are 
subject to significant variability. While these estimates represent our best professional judgment, it is probable that the actual results will differ from those projected. The degree of such variability could be substantial and could be in either direction 
from our estimates.
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