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Guy Carpenter Asia-Pacific Climate Impact Centre Pu blishes 
Fourth Annual Report on Climate Issues  

 
New York, May 21, 2013 – The Guy Carpenter Asia-Pacific Climate Impact Centre (GCACIC), a joint 
initiative of Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC, the leading global risk and reinsurance specialist, 
and City University of Hong Kong, today released its fourth annual report presenting the findings of 
the GCACIC’s research activities from the past year. The report details the findings of 22 projects 
conducted by the GCACIC, which focus on climate problems in the Asia-Pacific region as well as on 
a global scale. 
 
The report, available for download at www.gccapitalideas.com, showcases the results and 
conclusions drawn from each of the projects undertaken by the GCACIC in 2012. This year’s report 
examines pressing climate issues ranging from typhoon activity and seasonal prediction of extreme 
droughts and floods, to the impact of local air pollution on climate.  
 
Key areas of focus highlighted in the report include: 
 

• Tropical Cyclones: The report highlights the examination of typhoon prediction, including the 
possibility of real-time dynamical seasonal forecasting of typhoon activity, as well as the 
possibility of using pre-season sea-surface temperature to predict typhoon activity. GCACIC 
also investigates how typhoon activities (genesis, intensity, track and landfall) can be 
modified by atmospheric oscillations.  
 

• Global Circulation: On a global scale, GCACIC sought to analyze circulation trends by 
examining how moisture transport anomalies in the Asia-Pacific region modified rainfall, and 
also established the climatology and characteristics of Northern Hemisphere blocking events. 
Specifically, one project demonstrates how blocking events over Ural-Siberia are crucial to 
understanding cold weather in China.  
  

• Modeling and Prediction: GCACIC continued to run both global and regional models in 
order to better understand global scale climate phenomena, as well as to develop capabilities 
to perform downscaling predictions of precipitation. More specifically, this year’s report 
includes highlights of the development of a multi-model-based seasonal prediction system for 
extreme droughts and floods, and a six-month lead downscaling prediction of winter-spring 
drought based on a multi-model ensemble.   
 

• Air Quality: This year’s report also highlights GCACIC’s heightened emphasis on the study 
of air quality. Several studies focused on this area in 2012, including an investigation into how 
local and regional air pollution can affect local and regional climate, both from a measurement 
and modeling perspective.  

1166 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036 
917 937 3000 

News Release 

 
 



 
Guy Carpenter Asia -Pacific Climate Impact Centre Publishes Fourth Annual Report on Climate  Issues  
May 21, 2013 

QUOTES 
 
Professor Johnny Chan, Director, Guy Carpenter Asia -Pacific Climate Impact Centre 
"Natural catastrophes and climate risks continue to pose a significant threat to the Asia-Pacific 
region. The Centre remains fiercely dedicated to its mission of understanding climate perils through 
enhancing our research and arming the industry with actionable intelligence to better anticipate, 
prepare for and mitigate the potentially devastating impacts of climate-related phenomena.”  
 
James Nash, CEO of Asia Pacific Region, Guy Carpent er & Company 
"Through the Centre’s dedicated initiative, we are able to provide the resources needed to better 
understand global climate patterns in the Asia-Pacific region and around the world. This year’s report 
continues to push the borders of investigation by studying climate issues both on a regional and 
global scale, understanding that the risks of climate-related perils are of the upmost importance to 
the global insurance industry and our customers everywhere.”  
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About Guy Carpenter Asia-Pacific Climate Impact Cen tre 
The Guy Carpenter Asia-Pacific Climate Impact Centre (www.cityu.edu.hk/gcacic) was established in June 
2008 with City University of Hong Kong. The Centre integrates academic and industry research to advance the 
understanding of climate-related perils and catastrophic risks across the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
About Guy Carpenter  
Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC is a global leader in providing risk and reinsurance intermediary services. With 
over 50 offices worldwide, Guy Carpenter creates and executes reinsurance solutions and delivers capital 
market solutions* for clients across the globe. The firm’s full breadth of services includes line-of-business 
expertise in agriculture; aviation; casualty clash; construction and engineering; excess and umbrella; life, 
accident and health; marine and energy; medical professional liability; political risk and trade credit; 
professional liability; property; retrocessional reinsurance; surety; terrorism and workers compensation. GC 
Fac® is Guy Carpenter’s dedicated global facultative reinsurance unit that provides placement strategies, 
timely market access and centralized management of facultative reinsurance solutions. In addition, GC 
Analytics®** utilizes industry-leading quantitative skills and modeling tools that optimize the reinsurance 
decision-making process and help make the firm’s clients more successful. For more information, visit 
www.guycarp.com.  
 
Reactions magazine named Guy Carpenter Best Global Reinsurance Broking Company Overall and Best 
Reinsurance Broking CEO of the year in 2012. At the Reactions London Market Awards, Guy Carpenter was 
also named Reinsurance Broker of the Year and took home Reinsurance Broking Team of the Year honors 
for both Property and Aviation. In the past year, Guy Carpenter has also won: Global Best ILS Advisor (GC 
Securities*), US Best ILS Advisor (GC Securities*) and US Best Broker for Casualty Reinsurance from 
Intelligent Insurer, Insurance Day’s 2012 ILS Transaction of the Year (GC Securities*), and Reinsurance 
Broker of the Year for the Asia-Pacific region at the 16th

 Annual Asia Insurance Industry Awards. 
 
Guy Carpenter is a wholly owned subsidiary of Marsh & McLennan Companies (NYSE: MMC), a global team of 
professional services companies offering clients advice and solutions in the areas of risk, strategy and human 
capital. With 53,000 employees worldwide and annual revenue exceeding $11 billion, Marsh & McLennan 
Companies is also the parent company of Marsh, a global leader in insurance broking and risk management; 
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Mercer, a global leader in talent, health, retirement, and investment consulting; and Oliver Wyman, a global 
leader in management consulting. Follow Guy Carpenter on Twitter @GuyCarpenter.  
 
*Securities or investments, as applicable, are offered in the United States through GC Securities, a division of MMC Securities Corp., a US 
registered broker-dealer and member FINRA/SIPC. Main Office:  1166 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036. Phone: (212) 345-
5000. Securities or investments, as applicable, are offered in the European Union by GC Securities, a division of MMC Securities (Europe) 
Ltd., which is authorized and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Reinsurance products are placed through qualified affiliates of 
Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC.  MMC Securities Corp., MMC Securities (Europe) Ltd. and Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC are affiliates 
owned by Marsh & McLennan Companies.  This communication is not intended as an offer to sell or a solicitation of any offer to buy any 
security, financial instrument, reinsurance or insurance product.  **GC Analytics is a registered mark with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. 
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